
The Vermilion County Museum Society Welcomes Its New Members 
New Members: Janet Alexander, Wesley Bieritz, Gregory Denman, Bill Dobbles, Sue and Ed Dole,  

Michael Eberhardt, Erich C. Hannah, Janey Leverenz, Robert & Nancy Linn, Brent & Marjorie Lock-
hart, Alice Payne, Dr. Ron and Susie Serfoss, Gabe Shepherd Family, Cathy Thomason,  

Larry & Kay Thomason, Jacqueline M. Ward 
New Life Member: Penny McConnell 

Membership Form 

Circle One - New or renewed 
NAME __________________________________________DATE____________________________ 
 
ADDRESS____________________________________________PHONE______________________ 
 
CITY____________________________________STATE_______ZIPCODE___________________ 
 
E-MAIL_________________________________________________________(Please print clearly) 
 

Student 
Senior (Individual) 
Individual 
Family 
Schools 

$15.00 
20.00 
25.00 
30.00 
15.00 

Organizational 
Business 
Sustaining 
Patron 

$25.00 
100.00 
50.00 
75.00 

Life                                           $450.00 
Life Memberships are placed in the Endowment Fund.  Life members receive a 10% discount on Museum shop purchases 

Business memberships include 5 free business passes and 10% discount on gift shop purchases for the business only.   

Museum memberships are used to educate students through free educational programs, provide open hous-
es and exhibits for the public’s enjoyment, and help with the preservation of Vermilion County history. 
Benefits include free admission to the Museum during regular business hours, advance notification on spe-
cial tickets and events, and membership in the Time Travelers program which offers free and discounted 
admission to hundreds of sites across the U.S. 
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Vermilion County Museum Society 
Serving the Community for Fifty-Seven Years 

www.vermilioncountymuseum.org 
A Lincoln Site on the National Register of Historic Places 
and a site in the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area  

 
 
 
 
 

   It has been since August of 2020 that the Museum Society has sent a newsletter. Now 
that the center building is open again, it is time to update all the members about the pro-
jects and programs in the works. The Fithian Home is still closed because of social dis-
tancing recommendations, but it is hoped that both it and the Lamon House can be 
opened officially on May 1, 2021. Bookings for the use of Mann’s Chapel for 2021 are al-
ready being accepted.  
   Grants have been submitted to obtain funds to implement changes to the school pro-
gram and to supply teachers with coordinating instructional materials. Video filming in 
the Fithian Home has been ongoing, with presentations given by room. The outside por-
tion of a normal tour will be filmed next with mentioning of the salt kettle, grinding 
wheel, balcony, and flags. Activity sheets are also being developed to reinforce infor-
mation given to the students in the videos. Some of the information will also appear at a 
later date on the Museum’s website through links so that parents and viewers can learn 
about the Fithian Home. By accessing the Museum through Google, teachers, students, 
and visitors to the site can also view 3-D tours of the center building. 
   The Society’s website will be changing in the fall to accommodate all the new necessary 
information to make it more user and mobile friendly. Our current application is very 
old and will not support what is necessary to keep it up to date. 
   The House and Grounds Committee for the Society met in March and developed a new 
5 year plan for the Society’s four sites which was approved by the board at the March 
meeting. The projects were listed in their order of importance with a project selected for 
each site to be accomplished first. Fund raising will be needed to cover the costs for these 
projects when bids are received, but donations towards them can be given at any time. 
These projects include: front porch concrete replacement at the Fithian Home; front 
porch south side reinforcement at the Lamon House; drainage around the outside of 
Mann’s Chapel to address rising damp issues; and interior patching and repair on south 
windows in the center building.  
   Bids are currently being obtained for the American flag pole replacement, and money 
has been donated to be used for upgrading the landscaping done at the flags and side-
walk entrance to the Fithian Home. 
   Plans are being made for this year’s Midwest Heritage Quilt Show. It is the 38th year 
for the event and many changes have been implemented to keep up with the current 
trends in quilting. Threads of Time Sewing and Retreat Center will again be the major 
sponsor for the show. An updated listing of dates, costs, and categories is printed on the 
following page. Continued on page 5 
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July 2021 

Vermilion County Museum 
116 N. Gilbert Street 

Danville, IL 61832 
217-442-2922 

www.vermilioncountymuseum.org 

 
Sponsored By 

Threads of Time 
  Sewing & Retreat Center 
    207 S. Buchanan Street 
  Danville, Illinois 
 
 

Anyone wanting to enter can bring a maximum of two articles to the 
Museum from June 12th through June 23rd, during regular hours. Items 
entered last year are not eligible. Quilts will be displayed throughout the 

month of July. Entries can be delivered early by calling the Museum and 
making arrangements. Quilts will be available for pick up August 3rd. 
 

Entry fee - $5.00 per item (with critique) 
Museum Hours: 

Tuesday through Saturday 10 AM to 4 PM 
Closed Sunday, Monday and Holidays 

Door fee for the show: $3.00 per adult; $1.00 for children 13-17; 12 and under free 
 

Judges will award ribbons in the following categories: 

Media Sponsor for the event:  Commercial-News 

Ribbons donated by E & B Gifts and Awards 

1. Bed Quilts (Crib, twin, or larger) 
 a. Baby/Child 
 b. Pieced 
 c. Appliqué 
 d. Mixed/Other (Includes using 
 more than one technique, such as 
 both piecing and  embroidery, kits, 
 stenciled, colored, painted.) 
 e. Antique - finished prior 1921 
 

2. Lap Quilts (Not for a bed, not used as 
 wall hanging) 
 

3. Panels (Quilts using a pre-printed fabric 
 as its main focus)  
 
 

4. Wall Hangings (Entered with permanent or temporary sleeves or 
 clips—our dowels are 1½inches in diameter.)  
 A. Traditional  
 B. Art/Modern (Inspired by modern design, often using bold 
 colors and prints, high contrast, and unique piecing and 
 applique.) 
 C. Landscape   
 D. Miniature 
 

5. Machine Embroidery 
 

6. Clothing/Purses 
 

7. Household 
 

8. Young Quilt Maker (Made by individual 18 years or younger) 
 
 

   Before COVID restrictions closed the Museum in the fall of 
2020, DACC was able to have a Lunch and Learn program at the 
Museum Center. Participants toured the center building and 
viewed exhibits and the archival storage area.  
   Filming of the Fithian Home and the Lamon House were done 

by WDAN and WCIA-CI Living in the fall. A Newsmakers program on WDAN earlier this 
year brought listeners an update on the Museum’s activities and new opening protocols. WITY 
also presented a program on the Museum and its projects and programs. 
   The Society has continued to be active with Looking for Lincoln. A new website design was 
launched by Looking for Lincoln and can be found at www.lookingforlincoln.org. The new 
format makes it easier to travel around the state to all the Lincoln and re-
lated sites. Vermilion County’s sites and waysides have been updated with 
new photographs and information. Check it out and plan some interesting 
short trips this summer to learn more about Lincoln. Visitors have been 
stopping at the I-74 rest area and walking back to the Pioneer Cemetery 
the Museum maintains. When flat Lincoln visited in February, coins and 
stones left as memorials could be seen on the top of Edward Wilson’s 
gravestone.  
   The Museum’s own website has been updated with information and 
photographs. Visitors who have toured since we have reopened have stat-
ed they enjoyed the site and the information that it contains. If you have 
not seen it yet it can be found at www.vermilion countymuseum.org.  

 

   Even though the Museum was closed for the later months of 
2020, volunteers helped in a number of ways as rooms and exhib-
its were cleaned and artifacts were processed. Those who volun-
teered their time and talents included: Jim Bolton, Darrell Light, 
Sandy Lucas, Don Richter, Sue Richter, Frank Smith, and Vivian 
Stokes. 

In 2020, although the site was closed for almost 8 months, donated volunteer time, according 
to the State of Illinois volunteer rate was $24,972.15. 
 
   Volunteers hours for January and February = 58 hours. 
 

If you would like to volunteer, contact the Museum staff at 217-442-2922,  
Tuesday through Friday, 10 AM to 4 PM. 

Current Events and Information continued... 
  

  A tentative schedule of events is being developed for this year which include the bi-
annual book sale being held on November 18th (members only), 19th, and 20th. It will 
have books, magazines, historical items, as well as some antiques and collectibles for sale. 
A big thank you to all those individuals who have donated for the sale. The Holiday Open 
House is scheduled for Sunday, December 5th, from 1:30 to 4:00 PM. Please check the 
website and Facebook for updates on all the events.  
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